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 A multi -disciplinary scientific committee of the Royal Irish Academy 

with remit to pursue strategic and policy development within 

Geographical Sciences on an All -Ireland basis.  
 

Aims: 
¾ Promote and support higher education in the geographical sciences  

¾ Advise the Academy on formulation of public policy at national, 

European and international levels  

¾ Contribute to areas of strategic importance, especially research 

priorities, at national and international levels  

¾ Address, in a proactive manner, issues of public concern relevant to 

its expertise  

¾ Foster excellence in geographical studies throughout the island of 

Ireland  
 

Workprogramme  2009-2012: 
¾ Climate change, justice and development  

 



¾agricultural  production and food security  
 

¾water  stress and water insecurity  
 

¾rising sea levels  
 

¾exposure to climate disasters  
 

¾human health  

  
 



¾1980s - Science 
Åformation of the IPCC (1988)  
 

¾1990s - Politics  
Åadoption of the UNFCCC(1992)  

 

¾2000s - Costs 
Åpublication of The Stern Report (2006) 

 

¾2010s - Justice? 
Åemergence of global climate justice movement, post -

Copenhagen, COP 15 (2009)  

 

 



jus·tice   (jsts) n.  
 
 

1. The quality of being just; fairness.  
 
2. a. The principle of moral rightness; equity.  
    b. Conformity to moral rightness in action or attitude; 

righteousness.  
 
3. a. The upholding of what is just, especially fair treatment and 

due reward in accordance with honour, standards, or law.  
    b. Law The administration and procedure of law.  
 
4. Conformity to truth, fact, or sound reason.  

 
 



¾ the impacts of climate change are not evenly 

distributed .  
 

¾ the poorest  countries and the most  vulnerable  

people within them will be most affected despite 

having contributed least  to climate change  
 

¾ why? 

¾variable physical geography of the globe  
 

¾differentiated histories  of peoples and places  
 

¾uneven development  within and between nations  
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óClimate change is an act of aggression by the rich against the poorô   

President Museveni, Uganda (2008) 
 



David Wheeler (2011)  

Centre for Global Development 

óThose least responsible for the human causes of climate  

change are the most vulnerable and exposed to its effectsô   

Mary Robinson & Alice Miller (2009) 
 







¾ Environmental Justice Movement  
Åemergence from civil rights movement (USA)  

Ådisproportionate environmental burdens : poor & ethnic minorities  

Åcommunity -based actions against pollution  

 
¾ aims: 
Åjust distribution ð even distribution & effects of environmental 

problems ( bads) and access to environmental resources (goods)  
 

Åjust procedures - policies & processes to reduce differences in who 
bears environmental costs and benefits  

 

¾ recent developments:  
Åconsideration of non-human species and future generations  

Åexpansion beyond local level actions e.g. e -waste exports  
 

 

 



 

¾UNFCCC  
Åôcommon but differentiated responsibilities and respective 

capabilitiesõ (1992, Article 3.1) 

Åôdeveloped countries should assist developing countries with 

adaptationõ (1992, Article 4.4, 4.8)  

 

¾Kyoto Protocol  
Åemission reduction targets only for developed and transition 

countries  

Åformation of the Adaptation Fund (2001) operationalised  (2007)  

 

 

 
 



 

¾Kyoto non-signatories (US, Australia)  
Åeconomic self -interest or legitimate concern for future 

emissions 

 
 

¾get-out clauses 
Åshifting responsibility: e.g. ET, JI, CDM allow developed 

states to achieve emissions reductions without taking 
domestic action  
 

Åcarbon markets favouring large developments over 
community initiatives  
 

Åclimate financing ð need, pledges and distribution 
mismatches  

 

 



Climate funds updated: June 2011 



Global carbon dioxide emissions  

by states (2000)  

SASI (University of Sheffield) 

Global carbon dioxide emissions  

by states (1980) 

SASI (University of Sheffield) 



¾China now worldõs largest current contributor 

 

¾ India, Brazil, Mexico emissions reaching those of USA, 

EU, Japan 

 

¾ right to development vs need to reduce emissions  

 
 

ô... the world need[s] to differentiate between the survival 

emissions of the poor and luxury emissions of [the] rich.õ 

Sunita Narain , Centre for Science and Environment, 

India (2002)  

 

 



¾ linking up marginalised groups  

ÅPacific Island nations ð sea level 

rise  

Åindigenous tribes in the Arctic ð 

melting ice sheets  

Ålow income communities affected 

by oil refineries in Louisiana  

ÅNigerian communities devastated 

by oil extraction  
 

¾ all have a direct stake in working 

towards ending fossil fuel extraction 

and reducing climate change.  
 

 

President M. Nasheed, 2009 

Maldives underwater cabinet 

meeting  


